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Exam Overview:
From the classroom to the real world

LANGUAGECERT ESOL for Schools is a suite of single-level English tests for
secondary school learners aged 12 to 16. The test is Ofqual-regulated; it assesses
all 4 skills (Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking) and reports at A1-B2 levels of
the CEFR.

Designed to assess English use at school and in everyday situations, this test
helps your students feel confident and proud of their skills!

Why LANGUAGECERT ESOL for Schools?

Tailored to secondary school students: Age-appropriate content designed to
engage test takers aged between 12 and 16.

Flexible and friendly test experience: Test takers can choose between paper-
based or computer-based tests through their local Test Centre.

Communicative approach and straightforward exam format: Teachers can
concentrate on teaching English for the real world, with a minimum of
exampreparation.

Growing range of preparation resources: Access to practice papers, lesson plans,
and preparation tips.

Quick results: Results within 5 working days for computer-based exams and 10
working days for paper-based exams.

Exam Structure

Written Exam Spoken Exam
Listening Reading & Writing Speaking
D <2 @g
4 parts - 26 questions R: 4 parts - 26 questions 4 parts
Audio played twice W: 2 tasks 1 to 1 with an interlocutor
20 minutes 1 hour 20 minutes 9 minutes
J J
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Listening

At a glance

Number of parts: 4

Number of items: 26

Question types: multiple-choice (3 options), short answer

Audio recordings: all played twice

Overall duration: 20 mins

Listening Tips

1

Before you play the audio,
give learners time to look at
the task. Elicit the key
vocabulary and ask them to
predict what they will hear.

S

§ If learners are struggling
to choose the correct
answer (e.g. for multiple-
choice tasks), they can try to
eliminate the two wrong
answers instead.

@ LANGUAGECERT"

2

After you've played the audio,
use the listening script to help
learners identify any unknown
words, and teach new vocabulary
as needed.

Z3

Remind learners that they will
hear each audio recording twice.
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Part 1: Multiple choice ‘ol o

Learners will hear seven short . b o
statements. They choose the

correct word(s) and/or picture ' !

for each one. E i v

a) b) a

e n =

Check task type example on the right side. AT x ‘E.._

a) b) <)

For this part, you'll need to review common vocabulary and make sure you've
covered all the A2 topics in the Qualification Handbook.

Give learners time to look at all the pictures/word(s) before you play the audio. Then
elicit the key vocabulary and ask them to think about what they might hear.

Remind learners that they will hear short statements, not dialogues, and that the
statements are not related to each other. They should focus on the key information
in each statement, not details.

As follow-up practice, you could create two new statements for each of the
distractors. Read out your statements and ask learners to choose the correct answer
for each one.

Part 2: MUItlple Ch0|ce 1. a) Yes, better than yesterday.
. b) 1didn't do that.
Learners will hear seven short ¢) Thankyou.

sentences. They choose the
best response for each one.

2. a) No, I'm waiting for a bus.
b) | don't think that's true.
c¢) Mum hasn't decided yet.

3. a) I'd love a sandwich.
b) It's something like that.

Check task type example on the right side. c) That's not bad at all.

For this part, you'll need to review functional language.

Practise using the audio only. Play each sentence and ask learners to give their own
responses. Then show them the task so that they can check their answers.

Before they do the task, remind learners that they should choose the most
appropriate response to the sentence they hear.

For extra practice, challenge learners to produce their own sentences to match the
other two responses. Alternatively, you could create sentences that mirror the
guestion types in the test and ask learners to respond appropriately.

@ LANGUAGECERT
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Part 3: Multiple choice

Learners will hear six short
conversations. They choose the
correct answer for each one.

Conversation 1

1. What does the girl want to do next in her life?

a) travela lot
b) work in science
c) go to university

Conversation 2

2. What is the boy planning to do at the shopping center?
a) buy something

b) meet Friends
<) look in the shops

Conversation 3

3. The boy agrees that the girl should spend the holiday
a) earning some money.

b) doing some extra study.

¢) relaxing at home.

Check task type example on the right side.

For this part, you'll need to expose learners to a variety of short conversations (e.g.
between friends, interviewer/interviewee, shop assistant/customer, teacher/student),
and ask questions about them that are similar to those in the task.

Before they do the task, play the audio, stopping after each conversation to ask
learners questions about the topic of the conversation, its purpose and the speakers.
These are some of the elements that are tested in Part 3.

After they've done the task, ask learners to share what led them to the right answers
and which word(s) in the audio helped them.

School Sports Day

Part 4: Form-filling d &

Learners will hear a short
message. They complete the
missing information under six
headings.

3. Time Sparts Day ends:

4. Place inschook:

5. What my teacher will give me:

Check task type example on the right side.

For this part, you'll need to expose learners to a variety of short messages (e.g.
recorded phone messages, public announcements), and set questions about them
that are similar to those in the task.

Advise learners to listen for gist the first time they hear the audio, and for detail the
second time they hear it.

Remind learners they will hear only one person speaking, and their answers should
be between 1-3 words. They won't be awarded extra marks for longer responses.
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Reading

At a glance

Number of parts: 4

Number of items: 26

Question types: multiple-choice (3 options), multiple matching

Duration (Reading & Writing): 1 hr 20 mins

Reading Tips

1

If there are words learners don’t know, encourage them to
guess their meaning from the context. This will improve their
overall comprehension and help them to feel more confident.

2

If learners are struggling to

choose the correct answer (e.g.

for multiple-choice tasks), they
can try to eliminate the wrong
answers instead.

@ LANGUAGECERT"
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Remind learners that
once they've finished the
Reading test, they should
go back and check all
their answers.
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Part 1: Multiple choice SR
This term, we will study these countries:
Learners will be given six short » Argentina
texts, each with a gap. They . 2‘:"“};”
- Bra
choose the correct answers to e
complete the texts. e
 Uruguy

a) Denmark
b) Peru

Check task type example on the right side.
P P g c) Venezuela

Provide learners with a variety of short texts similar to those they'll encounter in the
task, e.g. messages, notes, diary entries, short emails/letters, instructions. This will
help to familiarise them with the language commonly used in these types of texts.

Tell learners to read each text carefully and to look at the key words and phrases
either side of the gap. This should give them clues to the correct answers.

To help with comprehension, draw learner’s attention to the linking words in each
text (e.g. ‘and’, ‘but’, ‘or’) and to think about their function.

(]
Pa l't 2: Ga p'fl I I Dear Sarah,
. . I've just got back from an amazing trip with my parents! We went to a village
Lea rners WIII be glven a teXt by the sea (1) .........c..ccceeun.. that I'd love to go back. All the food we ate

() usinnnst in the restaurant next to our hotel. The sea was very warm

With SiX gaps‘ They Choose the and full of all kinds of fish. We were swimming one day and (3) ........coccoeeinnnn .
correct answer from the seven

You must visit the area one day with your parents, (4) ...........c......... . When

Options to complete the teXt. you next come round, (5) .....cccocuenne .| can also give you a cool present which
There is one option that isn't O i
need ed- Can't wait to tell you more!

Emily

Check task type example on the right side.

Tell learners to read the text carefully and to look at the key words and phrases
either side of the gaps. This should give them clues to the correct answers.

Explain that one option will not be used (acting as a distractor).

When they have answered all the questions, advise them to read the completed text
to ensure it makes sense.

@ LANGUAGECERT
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Part 3: Multiple matching

Learners will be given four
short texts with a linked theme
but different purpose. They
choose a text for each of the

seven questions.

A.

Join our Summer Adventure Camp in a beautiful
area!

Open to teens aged 13-17.

Enjoy hiking, swimming and more!

Available July to August. Only £250 per week.

It's great fun for everyone!

Apply now at www.summeradventurecamp.co.uk.

C.

Dear Sir or Madom,

1 am interested in being a helper at your
camp. 'm 17 and o student at Loke Secondary.
1 belp at our local gouth elub. 1 love outdoor
activities and | can teach the guitar.

1 can get on a bus and come and see you
after school any day.

Yours

Colin Masters

Hi Jodie,

I'm at this camp for the whole of August,
1t’s fun! | love the hiking trips and I'm
learning guitar! My parents think it's
expensive, so perhaps the tents should be
a bit bigger, but everyone is really nice and
I've made lots of friends already!

More soon.

Directions

From London, take the M1 north for
250 miles, then exit at Junction 40
for the A66 towards Keswick. Follow
signs to Summer Adventure Camp.
or

Take a train to Penrith Station. From
there, get on the X5 bus directly to
the camp gate. Buses run every hour.

Check task type example on the right side. Aniia

To familiarise learners with the task, provide them with sets of four short texts with a
common theme but different purpose, similar to those they'll encounter in the test.
Have them practise answering questions about the texts, as in the task.

Before attempting the task, learners should skim-read all four texts. This will help
them to establish the topic, type and purpose of each text, before reading again
more carefully with the task in mind.

Tell learners to underline the words in the texts that provide clues to the correct
answers. They could share these clues in class.

You could ask learners to work in pairs and then compare their answers with the rest
of the class before you give the right answers.

Part 4: Multiple choice

by Alvin Diaz

.
Learners will be given a ey bt et i

. by chapter over several manths in a children's magazine, but Later, as a book, it
continuous text followed by

0 Treasure Istand is about Jim Hawkins, a small bay who, during a lang journey Full
S eve n q u e Stl o n S T h ey C h 0 o Se of adventures, becomes a very brave young man. Long John Silver is another
)

the correct answer for each A S S ———
ship, during the sea journey and, of course, on the it

important person in the stary. He is the bad guy in the books, but | like him,
a) He has read it twice,
o I l e are exciting, and in some cases, | have 3 picture of t
.

Then there's a doctar and another man who both play big parts.
the descriptions of the place. My anly problem s th bjike didn:tilke It ak firse

e descripti y only problem isth i i
ofthe words sbaut ships and saling o) Hereaditwhen hawas aichild

I think the book is a good choice For teenagers who
uage. The sentences are not longin most« 2. Alvin explains that Treasure fsland
jery interesting story that shows a young per

Iam not sure how | would deal with such problems ¢

a) sold well immediately.
b) was written by a teenager.

he w
s ) was not sold as a book at first.

Treasure Islond s an excellent adventure story with g

action. I think anyone who loves adventure stories ¢

3. Alvin says that in the book

Check task type example on the right side. 2) bwoicharacets areimportant.

b) he prefers Silver to Hawkins.
<) one character grows up.

To prepare learners for this task, provide them with similar texts to those in the test,
and practise asking ‘Wh-"and ‘How' questions. You could do this in class or set as
homework.

Remind learners to pay attention to the title of the text as this will give them a clue as
to what it is about.

Tell learners to read through the whole text first to gain a good understanding of it,
before attempting to answer the questions.

@ LANGUAGECERT
ESOL for Schools 10



@ LANGUAGECERT"
ESOL for Schools

Writing

At a glance

Number of parts: 2

Tasks: Respond informally to a given text (e.g. to a message from a
friend), write a neutral or formal text for an intended audience (e.g.
an email to a summer school)

Duration (Reading & Writing): 1 hr 20 mins
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Writing

Writing Tips

1

2
S
Z
S
©
7

Ensure learners are aware that both parts of the Writing
test are mandatory and that they will need to answer both.

If doing the paper-based test, learners should make sure
their writing is legible - they could lose marks if the Examiner
can’t understand what they've written.

Explain to learners that they will lose marks if they write
fewer than 30 words. But they won't be awarded extra marks
if they write more than 50 words. Note that in the task,
they're not required to write the number of words in their
answers,

Remind learners of the correct way to start and end each
of the text types and encourage them to memorise a few set
phrases/expressions they could include in their answer, such
as Thank you for ..., ‘Say hello to ...", Give my regardsto ...

When practising their writing, encourage learners to use
linking words - such as ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘or’ - to clearly mark
the relationship between their ideas.

Tell learners to use short sentences - complex sentences
are more likely to be inaccurate - and to ensure their writing
follows the order of the points given / questions asked in the
task.

As part of their practice, learners could write a draft of
their text, but they won't have time to do this in the test.

Tell learners to aim to finish early, allowing time for them
to review their work. A piece of writing can always be
improved!

@ LANGUAGECERT" ) 12
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Part 1

Learners write a response to a short text. They should write
between 30-50 words.

Check task type example below.

Read the message from your friend, Sam. Write a message in reply. Write between 30-50 words.

Hi,
Yes, | can go swimming this Saturday. Shall we go to the pool or the beach? Tell me what time
you want to meet me and what you think we should have for lunch.

To help them prepare for the task, provide learners with plenty of similar text types
(e.g. letters, messages, emails, greetings cards, postcards) and have them practise
writing responses to them. Remind them to focus on their grammar (e.g. thinking
about which tense they should use and why).

Tell learners to read the text carefully and to underline key words and phrases to
make sure they answer all the questions in their response.

Part 2

Learners write a short text. They should write between 30-50
words.

Check task type example below.

The headteacher at your school has asked the students to suggest some ways of using a part of
the school playing field which is not used for sport. Write an email to the headteacher.

Suggest a way of using it.
Explain why you think it is a good idea.
Say how you can help with the idea.

Write between 30-50 words.

To help them prepare for the task, provide learners with plenty of similar text types
(e.g. letters, messages, notes) and have them practise writing their own. Remind
them to focus on their grammar (e.g. thinking about which tense they should use and
why).

Tell learners to read the question carefully and to underline key words to ensure they
are clear about what they have to do. This is important because they must address
all the points in the rubric or they will lose marks.

@ LANGUAGECERT
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Speaking

At a glance

Number of parts: 4

Tasks: Communicating personal information, communicating
appropriately in social situations, exchanging information to
complete a simple task, presenting a topic and answering follow-up
questions

Duration: 9 minutes

Speaking Tips

Explain to learners the role of the Interlocutor and what
is expected of them well before they take their test.

Remind them to always listen carefully to the
Interlocutor’'s prompts to ensure they provide an
appropriate response.

the Interlocutor to repeat a question or prompt, but make it
clear that they cannot ask the Interlocutor to paraphrase or
translate a question.

When they're practising for the test, encourage learners
to make their responses interesting and engaging, and to
avoid one-word answers.

Reassure learners that there are no right or wrong
answers, and that they will only be marked on the language
they use, and not their opinions.

3 Reassure learners that they will not be penalised for asking

asking and responding to similar questions with their

6 Divide your class into pairs and get them to practise both
partner.

@ LANGUAGECERT"
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Part 1

Topics

4 Travel
Learners will be asked up to Vo dosossto st e oy
+ How long does your journey to school take?
. . + How often do you use buses or trains at the weekend? (Why?/ Why not?)
Ive q u e St I O n s a o u t +  When did you last travel a long way? (How far?/ Why?)
Home
themselves. < Do il soend ok ot e s et
* Who doyou live with at home?
+ Did you grow up in the same house you live in now?
«  What is your Favourite room in your house? (Why?)
Sports
+  Tellme about a sport you like.
. . « Where can you play sport in your local area?
Check task type example on the right side. * Doyouthinksports are important orseying heslthy? (Why2)

+ What sports do you do at school?

Daily Life
+ What time do you wake up?
+ Do you ever feel tired during a school day? (Why?)
+ How do you help around the house?
+  Tell me about something you eat often.
(continued)

Learners should listen carefully to the questions the Interlocutor asks to make sure
they respond appropriately.

Ensure they know how to introduce themselves, spell their name and answer
questions about personal details (e.g. age, where they're from, where they live, their
family, their home).

Explain that each question will be about a different topic, but they will all ask for
personal information.

Get learners to role play with a partner, asking and answering simple questions
about themselves. You could create question cards for them to use.

Teach and practise simple language for expressing likes, dislikes and preferences.

A
. +  We're friends. | start.

Lea rners WIII be asked to ta ke Whacw;u!dyou(’iketadoansunday.’

H . We . We' i h bus. | start.
part in two or three role plays il ik
I n d Iffe re nt S It u at I 0 n S. + I'mworking at an ice cream shop, and you're a customer. | start.

I'm sorry, but our ice cream machine isn’t working right now.

Check task type example on the right side. " empesitelms | st

To familiarise learners with the task, put them in pairs and ask them to role play
dialogues, with one of them acting as the Interlocutor and the other acting as the
candidate.

Tell learners that the first role play will be initiated by the Interlocutor and that they'll
be asked to initiate the second role play. If there’s time, there may be a third role
play, which will be initiated by either the Interlocutor or the learner. Both the
Interlocutor and the learner will be expected to produce two short turns for each
role play.

Before learners practise role playing, ask them to review the language they will need
to use. You could also provide them with a model response to guide them.

@ LANGUAGECERT
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Part 3 g
Learners will be asked to e
identify similarities and =

g g

differences between two
pictures of familiar o _
situations. ] 8] 2 Wi BTN

Check task type example on the right side. &l .

Review the language and functions learners will need for this task, e.g. how to ask for
information and how to express agreement.

Practise the task using pairs of pictures with clear differences and similarities,
eliciting from learners the key vocabulary items in each picture.

Part 4

Learners will be asked to speak about a topic selected by the
Interlocutor for one minute, and answer follow-up questions.
They will be given 30 seconds to prepare.

Check task type example on the right side.

Topics
A A place where you'd like to go on holiday
B A festival in your country

C How to do well in a school project

Learners should make good use of their preparation time to plan what they're going
to say and to ensure they're able to maintain a steady flow as they answer. They'll be
given a pen/pencil and a piece of paper to write notes before they speak.

Explain that the Interlocutor may interrupt them, for example, if they have said
enough and don't need to provide any further information.

Remind learners that the Interlocutor will ask them a few follow-up questions after
they have finished speaking.

When practising for the test, start by allowing learners to speak for less than a
minute. Gradually increase their speaking time as they become more confident.
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