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SPEAKING TEST 
COMMENTS

Criteria Mark Comments

Task Fulfilment & 
Communicative 
Effect 

3

Some tasks are carried out more successfully than others 
and listening to the candidate places strain on the listener 
(a patient listener may be required). Some answers are not 
always supported with enough detail. As a result thorough 
communication is not always achieved.

Coherence 2
The candidate’s responses are not always clearly structured. 
There is a lack of coherence at times, especially when the 
candidate produces longer responses. There is also limited 
use of cohesive devices.

Accuracy & Range 
of Grammar 2

A limited range of grammar is used and the candidate does 
not manage to deal with the tasks effectively. Basic structures 
are most of the time successfully used but there are errors in 
the more complex ones. Meaning is not always clear to the 
listener.

Accuracy & Range 
of Vocabulary 2

Only a basic range of vocabulary is used and the candidate 
does not manage to tackle the tasks effectively. Meaning is 
not always clear. 

Pronunciation, 
Intonation &  
Fluency

2

The candidate does not manage to maintain the flow of 
language due to hesitations and pauses which cause some 
strain for the listener and sometimes obscure meaning. There 
are some inappropriate stress and intonation patterns. The 
read aloud tasks is not carried out naturally nor fluently.
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